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The Road to Becoming a “Beppu Onsen Meijin”

Hiroyuki Fujita, Chief of 2nd Grade
In 2004, I started to enjoy hot springs when I got sick and took a four-month sick leave. Thave
taken nearly 1,900 hot spring baths so far. Among them, my favorite hot spring area is Beppu
Onsen in Oita Prefecture. Beppu Onsen is one of the most famous hot springs in Japan. With
its rich hot springs, Beppu has many hot spring baths. Before the coronavirus pandemic, I made
it a rule to visit Beppu once a year to enjoy hot springs. Today I will tell you how interesting
Beppu Onsen is.

Do you know how many types of hot springs there are in the world? There are eleven types of
hot springs in the world. Beppu has ten types of hot springs out of eleven! Beppu Onsen is made
up of eight hot spring areas — Beppu, Hamawaki, Kamegawa, Kannawa, Myoban, Horita,
Kankaiji, and Shibaseki.

we can see hot spring steam emitting here and there.

Each area has its own feature. For example, in the Kannawa area,
The view from a distance is the symbol of

Beppu Onsen. I think many of you have seen a picture of it.

Also, there are some hot spring ponds called “Jigoku”, also known as “The Hells of Beppu”, in
It looks like the
Many tourists visit “Jigoku” for

the city of Beppu. “Umi-Jigoku” is one of them and the color of the pond is blue.
sea, but the temperature of the hot spring is nearly 100°C!

sightseeing.

Picture 2

Picture 1

The reason why I visited Beppu once a year was to get the “Beppu Onsen Meijin (Master)”
certificate.

city of Beppu, we can enjoy hot spring baths not only at hotels and inns, but also at some

It 1s a kind of stamp collection arranged by the Beppu Tourist Association. In the

restaurants, at a café, and at a temple. Also, every local community has its own public share bath
called “Kyodo-yokujo.” When you walk around the city and take these baths one after another,
you can collect stamps. If you collect eight stamps, you are given the “Sho-dan (the beginning
rank)”! Collecting another eight stamps T
will make you the “Ni-dan (the second
rank)”, the “San-dan (the third rank)”, and

Every time you collect another

i

SO on.
eight stamps, your rank will rise and a
certificate will be awarded with a certified
towel. If you collect 88 stamps, the award
of “Meijin (master)” will be given to you!

I started this stamp collection in 2007
and was given the award of the 5,777th
“Beppu Onsen Meijin” in 2015. Now I'm aiming
for a second round to get the “Meijin” award again.
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, I have not been
able to visit Beppu for the past few years, but I
would like to do so again soon.

If you are visiting Oita Prefecture, don’t forget

@

to drop in at these baths in the city of Beppu. ° ‘2 . ‘ Ny B % A
There are not only hot springs, but there are also %

many delicious foods and other tourist sites

1ti Picture 5
waiting for you to come! cture

Picture 1 Famous view of hot spring steam in the Kannawa area
Picture 2 Umi-Jigoku, one of the hot spring ponds in the city of Beppu
Watch this! = https!//www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hu9vmy9S6¢

Picture 3&4 One of public share baths for local communities and its bathroom

There are nearly two hundred such baths in the city of Beppu!
Picture 5 My “Meijin” authorization form, certified towel and stamp book


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hu9vmy9S6c
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