


The answer Is simple, Is to
make sure you understand!



Background knowledge is the information that is essential to_understand a
concept, a situation or a problem.

For example, in your book Interesting Stories lesson #3, we talk about
globalization. Globalization is a concept that we hear a lot nowadays, but do we
really understand what it means??

To understand the text of Lesson #3, it is essential to understand the word
“globalization” and its background knowledge.



i When you are reading or listening to someone’s idea, you must identify |
i the keywords to make sure you understand the main ideas.

Then, the first step you must do to make sure you understand the
keywords' meaning is to find the definition.

i & 1. Search for the definition — When you do not know or want to make

§ sure you understand the word/words meaning. Look for the definition
r I N N I I S S I S S S EES EaE s .. E(dictionaryorlnlernel).

e

& 2. Explain in your own words — Try to explain the words or the
concept in your own words.

o 3. Concrete example — When you understand the words/ concept, try
Lo give a concrete example in another context

o 4. Connect it to your own life — When you understand the words/
i concept, try Lo connect it to your own personal life/experiences.

_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_H

How to research background knowledge

& 5. Ask yourself questions — What is the history behind the words,
concept? When did we start using the words, concept? Where do the
words, concept come from? Do the words, concept mean the same
everywhere?

& 6. Historical context — When words or concepts are linked with a
historical context. “not always the case
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3 ways to prove that you really understand

& 2. Explain in your own words — Try to explain the words or the
concept in your own words.

o 3. Concrete example — When you understand the words/ concept, try
Lo give a concrete example in another context
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6 Search for the definition — “Globalization is the process by which
businesses or other organizations start doing business on an international
scale.”

& Explain in your own words — A business or organization that does
business, or have interactions with businesses from other regions, other
countries.

& Give a concrete example — Samsung products that are designed in
South Korea, but they buy their components from China.

& Connect it to your own life — The clothes I buy in Canada are featured
on instagram by Japanese and Colombian models. The clothes are
manufactured in the United States, and are delivered to me by DHL, a
German shipping company.

& Ask yourself questions — When did we start using the word?

The contemporary process of globalization likely occurred around the
middle of the 19th century as increased capital and labor mobility coupled
with decreased transport costs led to a smaller world.

https.//en. wikipedia.org/wiki/History of globalization

_——————————— © Historical context —

Territorial expansion by our ancestors to all five continents was a critical
component in establishing globalization. However, globalization failed to
accelerate due to the lack of long-distance interaction and technology.
Clobalization results in the expansion of international cultural, economic,
and political activities. As people, ideas, knowledge, and goods move more
easily around the globe, the experiences of people around the world
become more similar. National Geographic Encyclopedia

https.//www.nationalgeographic.org/encvclopedia/globalization/




l
: Homework
: Week #3
|

For this week’s homework:

Please select one keyword for lesson #1 & Lesson #2, and
please follow the steps shown on last side to show you
understand the keyword you have chosen and see if you

I can acquire some background knowledge.

Steps

&

Search for the definition

Explain it in your own words

Give a concrete example

Connect it to your life

Ask yourself a question

Historical context (if there is any, not always the
casel)
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I hope that “Interesting Stories” have been interesting for you'
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