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Look Beyond the Image
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Seven years ago I went on my first homeless feeding, run by the Catholic Social Action Center
in Kobe or SAC for short. That’s when I first met people who are called homeless. 1 was very
young, so I didn’t know about their situation then, but I remember thinking that they looked a bit
dirty. What is your image of homeless people? A lot of people seem to have a stereotype image of
them as being smelly, dirty, lazy, scary people, who have no shelter. I wondered if this is what they
are really like.

Government estimates in 2011 show that there are 10,890 homeless people living in Japan, but

for many different reasons. According to research done by the

this number does not include the growing number of “net café refugees.” A People become homeless
/9/\ 56 percent lost their
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