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Lesson 9 Miyax and Her Wolves
PART

Miyax pushed back the hood of her sealskin parka and looked at the Arctic sun. It was yellow,
and the sky yellow-green, the colors of six o'clock in the evening and the time when the wolves awoke.
Quietly she crawled to the top of a mound of grass and moss. Lying on her stomach, she watched the
pack of wolves she had met two sleeps ago.

Her hands trembled and her heartbeat quickened. She was frightened, not so much of the
wolves, but because she was lost without food on the North Slope of Alaska. For hundreds of miles no
roads crossed the slope, and the view in every direction was exactly the same. Somewhere on the
barren slope was Miyax, and her life depended upon these wolves.. She had to tell the leader of the
wolves that she was starving and ask him for food. This could be done she knew, for her father once

had done so. Unfortunately she did not know how.
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Toward Multiculturalism
PART

One of the factors that prevent complete communication is the gap between people from different
cultural backgrounds. Every culture has its own view, its own unique way of looking at the world.
Learning these different cultural perspectives is not only good way to discover more about ourselves.
It is easy to forget that not everyone sees the world in the same way.

Misunderstanding arises not only between different countries but between different cultures
within a country. Perhaps one of the best examples of this is the United States, where many cultures
meet. African-Americans have a different view of life from European-Americans.

John Howard Griffin, in his 1960 non-fiction work, Black Like Me, writes about his experiences
in trying to bridge the gulf that separates whites and blacks. Realizing that it was impossible to truly
understand the black experience in America by simply reading and talking about it, he went one step
further: through a series of treatments that included doses of skin-darkening drugs, he changed
himself into a black man-or at least a white man with black skin. He traveled through the southern
United States to get in touch with what it really meant to be an African-American. He was treated
like a black, and finally, to his own surprise, found himself responding to white people’s demands as if
he were a black. The insults and the prejudice that were part of his “African-American” experience

depressed him.
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